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It's on a road that touches Indian Swamp at that point. Four miles
south of Hatton's is Hall's house. Three miles south of HalFs there's
a crossroad that crosses two creeks on the north side of the Xottowav
River."
" Exactly right, Captain Phillips," Colonel Simcoe said.," Captain
Hallet, are you familiar with that section ? "
" Yes, sir."
" All right," Simcoe said. " Suppose you're moving south on a
scout from Petersburg. When you've passed Hatton's Ordinary, you
find yourself cut off by a greatly superior force. What road will you
take back to Petersburg ? "
" I won't take that crossroads over the two creeks," Hallet said.
" I'll keep on twenty miles south, to Bick's Ordinary on the Meherrin.
There's a road to the westward at the Meherrin. I'll go west eight
miles to Brunswick Four Corners, west another eight miles to Westward
Ford. From Westward Ford there's a road to Petersburg."
Never a word of advice did Simcoe give me during those first days
aboard the transport, but again and again I caught him studying me.
" What's the matter with him ? " I asked Phillips. " He acts as if
he didn't trust me."
" He doesn't," Phillips said. " He doesn't trust any Americans
who aren't Loyalists ; and he says he's never quite sure they're genuine
Loyalists till he's seen 'em fight. He thinks most Americans are
hypocrites, and never realise it. He says they start a rebellion against
constituted authority, but resent being called rebels ; that they talk
at the top of their lungs about freedom and liberty and being made
slaves of, and all the time they're killing and beating Loyalistsa and
treating negro slaves a hundred times worse than any other country
would ever treat 'em. He says their gods are Intolerance, Bigotry and
Prejudice."
" My, my ! " Buell said. M He sounds kind of prejudiced."
" He is," Phillips agreed. ** He says they find excuses for doing any
unfair thing, and all the time insist they're not doing it He says all
the New England rebels swore to God they didn't want to be inde-
pendent, but planned to be as soon as they'd coaxed the rest of the
country into the revolution.
" He says Connecticut and Rhode Island's full of rebels who howl
at the top of their lungs against Tories and England during 'the day-
time ; then row over to Long Island at night in whaleboats and sell
us everything they* own.
** He says Philadelphia's full of Quakers who talk mighty impressive
about being neutral and not doing anything to help war ; then sell
supplies to the British provided they're paid in gold.